
TIF's second quarterly meeting was an intense ideas marathon, leaving us 
with a lot to think about. Attended by many members of our Council of 
Advisors and several Distinguished Fellows, it was an opportunity for us to 
refine our goals and plan future projects. Some of the points that emerged 
were that we should aim to be among the most respected ports of call on 
anything to do with infrastructure. Thinking should be 40 per cent of the work, 
and advocacy should be 60 per cent. Many suggestions were made and 
accepted with alacrity. There was also a most engaging discussion between 
TIF Distinguished Fellow Jagan Shah and the World Bank's Bhavna Bhatia on 
two focus areas – energy and urban. Among those who joined us for the 
discussions were Trustee PK Sinha, members of the Advisory Council Arun 
Nanda, Sunil Mathur, Ashish Dhawan, DK Sen, Rajnish Kumar, Dilip Cherian, and 
G Raghuram; as well as Distinguished Fellows Supratim Sarkar, Rajaji 
Meshram and Shah, The next quarterly meeting is on February 17, 2024. We will 
report back on that.
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Editor’s Note
So we've slain the demons. 
Now we're ready to welcome 
the Gods home. But even as 
we celebrate the triumph of 
good over evil, we are working 
towards several designated 
goals, which were further 
clarified to us at our second 
quarterly meeting on October 
7. Our friends and mentors 
made several useful 
recommendations on future 
projects. Having tasted 
success with our first event on 
surety bonds in collaboration 
with CII and the Insurance 
Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India, we are now 
energised about our next 
advocacy event for urban 
mobility, again in conjunction 
with CII. More on this in the 
next issue of our newsletter.  

Ideas Aplenty at Quarterly Meeting

Bhavna Bhatia at meeting

Vinayak Chatterjee, Arun Nanda, PK Sinha and Rajnish Kumar; an overview of meeting (below)



Zamre with villagers in Luni, and at the Gram Panchayat office

On the Ground with Groundwater
One of the projects we are 
working on is the on-ground 
analysis of the first ever Water 
Body Census conducted by the 
Government. Our COO Nitin 
Zamre joined a research team 
that is checking the results of the 
survey in three villages of Ajmer 
and Luni in Jodhpur, Rajasthan. 
The results will enable us to 
compare the data with the 
census, identify the issues to 
engage with, and present our 
findings to the Government for 
further action. 

TIF is working with CII on an urban mobility conference in Delhi. To be held in December, the day-long conference 
will have a series of experts discussing the appropriate Public Transport system for cities, the financial viability 
once the choice is made, and the impact of technology. The Delhi event will be followed by another at the Indian 
Institute of Management, Ahmedabad, on building capacity of state-level administrators in making the right 
call on urban mobility options.

Event Alert



TIF@TheMedia 
Former Director, IIM, Bangalore, and Member, Council of 
Advisors, TIF, G. Raghuram, has been writing at length on 
infrastructure developments in shipping and railways. In 
the latest issue of Yojana, he delivers a masterclass on 
the status of roads in India, while also highlighting the 
challenges: of road safety; of the state of urban roads; of 
measuring lane kilometres versus road kilometres, to 
capture not only access but also capacity; of origin to 
destination (OD) data for future planning; and  of better 
coordination with PPP players. He also wrote about the 
challenges before Indian Railways and on the Galathea 
Bay Transhipment Port. 

TIF@InTheNews
TIF Founder answered 10 questions about one 
of the most important announcements 
emanating from the G20 gathering in Delhi in 
September. This was before Hamas attacked 
Israel but one assumes that the India Middle 
East Europe Corridor will eventually happen. 
Chatterjee says he expects it to become an 
economic corridor, stretching from Mumbai 
to the Chittagong and Colombo ports, taking 
into account India's proposed International 
Container Transhipment Port in the 
Andamans. Recent reports also mention the 
inclusion of the ports of Kandla, JNPT and 
Mundra. 

Among the benefits is a significant reduction 
in logistics cost along certain nodes in this 
route, Second, there is a further blossoming of 
trade with countries hitherto relatively unexploited such as Saudi Arabia, the Gulf, and East Europe. Third, the potential 
to be the chosen builder and operator of the rail portion may enhance India's stature, It also signals India's shift from 
the earlier India-Iran-Russia International North South Transport Corridor that had Iran's Chabahar Port as a pivot.

We are engaging with the National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development (NaBFID) on possible 
collaborations. Our research paper on S-I Ratings has suggested that a Sustainable Infra Development Cell 
(SIDC) be created to assess individual projects for sustainability under the aegis of NaBFID. 

NaBFID News

For more on the latter, read this: 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/opinion/india-needs-to-view-the-maritime-canvas-holistically-11571191.html
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/opinion/proposed-galathea-bay-container-transhipment-port-likely-to-struggle-for-traffic-11448891.html
https://indianinfrastructure.com/2023/08/22/growth-track-changes-and-challenges-for-indian-railways/
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Infrastructure@OTT

Test Your Infra Power

Every big city on earth is built on the graveyard of a jungle, 
says the big, bad CEO of the big, bad multinational 
corporation who has been deprived of his moment of 
triumph by the original inhabitants of the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. His founder would have landed in a helipad 
in the middle of an environmental buffer zone in the jungle, 
cleared of the Orakas, members of a tribe who call the 
islands their own. The question is as a Swaraj Mahotsav takes 
place on the island, and thousands of tourists descend on 
Port Blair, will the Orakas survive?

More important, there is a deadly virus that is being borne 
through the water for which the cure is with the Orakas. It is a 
battle where only the fittest will survive, says the lieutenant 
governor of the territory (played brilliantly by the director 
Ashutosh Gowariker). He is quite sure who the fittest are. But 

1. Mani Ratnam's Ponnyin Selvyn, adapted from Kalki's novel, is based 
on which river?

2. Who was the first woman sarpanch in India with an MBA degree?

3. Which is the longest railway platform in India?

4. Where is India's first solar powered village?

5. Which is the fastest metro service in India?

should he be so sure? As the Orakans gather to consult, they are clear: First they came for our trees, they say. Then they 
came for our land. Then our bodies. What should they do now? "Then we fight," they say. And how, leaving one to wonder 
how development is measured. There are multiple strands in the story of Netflix's new series Kaala Paani--a doctor who 
looks for the simplest explanation (Mona Singh, extraordinary again), a police officer looking for a posting to the 
mainland (Amey Wagh), two young lovers, and an island native who is out to make a quick buck. Set in the 
post-pandemic world of 2027, no doubt to avoid comparisons to what is happening in the islands currently, the series is 
a mix of high corporate intrigue, climate change, and the hazards of upsetting the balance of nature. Nature always wins, 
says the series, even when it is pitched against the forces of modern development. Shot in Port Blair with a cast and crew 
of 350, the series has been greenlit for a second season. 

Answers:  1. The river Kaveri. Ponniyin Selvan or the Son of Kaveri was the name given to 
Rajaraja I, the mighty Chola emperor. He was said to have been saved by Mother Kaveri herself 
from drowning in the river when he was five.  2. Chhavi Rajawat from village Soda, Rajasthan.  
3. Sri Siddhaarooda railway station in Hubballi, Karnataka, at 1.5 km.  4. Modhera in Gujarat.  
5. The Delhi-Meerut Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS), will be the fastest Metro service in 
the country. The authorities recently conducted a high-speed run on the stretch and 
the Alstom-made trains attained a maximum speed of 160 kmph.


